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JSON pickup 
 
 
Description 
Metadata is sometimes available as a JSON string (JavaScript Object Notation). The 
advantage is that it is a small and light-weight way of representing metadata. The 
disadvantage is that the information in a JSON string is not browsable and searchable as is 
the case for XML-formatted metadata. 
This app converts any JSON string to an XML dataset. 
 
Compatibility  
Switch 13 update 1 and higher. 
 
Connections 
The app takes a text file or an opaque dataset as input and attaches a new XML dataset to 
the job. There is only a single output connection possible. 
 
Here is a screenshot of a flow that queries a web site for information, in this example the 
API of the Yahoo weather site. 
 

 
 
The result is a JSON-formatted string that looks like this and that contains all the 
information returned by the web site: temperature, wind speed, air pressure, etc. 
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And here is a screenshot of the resulting XML in the metadata pane of the Switch variables 
pane. 
 

 
 
As you can see the JSON info is now nicely formatted and information can be easily 
extracted using XPath which allows much more powerful queries than are possible using 
JSON without having to resort to scripting. 
 
Properties detailed info 
 

 
 
Flow elements properties 
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• Pickup mode 

This property is a drop-down list offering two choices: “Metadata is opaque dataset” and 
“Metadata is asset”. The former is used in the example shown above and converts the 
opaque dataset attached by the “HTTP request”. 
 
The latter is used when the JSON string is available in a text file on its own. 
 

• Dataset name 

This is the name of the new dataset that is attached to the job. 

 


